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her, and did his forceful best to wean Philip from the folly of
listening to advisers who were Walsingham's crusading oppo-
sites. What would it profit him, Alva asked, if for the sake of
encouraging English Catholics he lost the Low Countries? It
was quite possible, as Philip feared, that English pirates, treaty
or no treaty, would continue to prey on Spanish commerce, and
English Protestants send secret help to the Netherland rebels:
but this would be less dangerous than open support. Drake had
gone off in May 15 72, on a marauding voyage to the Spanish
Main: it was a fair equivalent, Alva thought, for the Ridolfi
conspiracy. In short, he swept aside the King's objections to a
treaty., arguing that it would be dangerous to have war, or the
expectation of war with England; and by the spring of 1573 the
terms of the treaty were arranged and trade began again between
the two countries.

Although Elizabeth's attitude to the Revolt of the Nether-
lands displayed baffling rnoods and changing tactics, she had
clear principles. As rebels, and nothing more, she had no sym-
pathy for William of Orange and his supporters. As Protestants

- though it is well to remember that even in the two provinces
that were the centre of the Revolt there was a Catholic majority

- she felt sympathy, but not of the kind to justify supporting
them. The political principle of the age was emus regto ems religio:
it was the business of the Prince to determine the faith of his
subjects. She did not think of protesting against the persecution
of Spanish heretics or Italian heretics: nor for that matter did
Walsingham and his friends, and Elizabeth was therefore much
clearer-minded in regarding the problem frankly as one of poli-
tics, instead of letting religion confound her judgement. What
did it matter to Philip, she asked an ambassador of his, if the
Netherlands 'went to the devil in their own way'?

Politically, the Revolt touched English interests in two ways.
First, there was good reason to fear that if Philip overcame the
rebels, he would turn his arms against Elizabeth in support of
the Catholice Enterprise *, striking at her from the Netherlands.
Secondly, if France managed to compose her own religious
:roubles, she might respond to the appeal of the Dutch rebels